Cestocidal activity of albendazole in calves.
Sixty commercial-grade calves naturally infected with tapeworms (Moniezia benedeni and M expansa) were used in a controlled experiment to evaluate the anthelmintic efficacy of 4 dose levels of albendazole. Calves were randomly divided into 5 groups of 12 each. One group served as non-medicated controls. Other groups were drenched with albendazole (methyl [5-(propyltion)-1H-benzimidazol-2-yl] carbamate) at dose rates of 20, 10, 5 and 2.5 mg/kg of body weight. Calves were necropsied 14 days after treatment. Doses of 20 and 10 mg/kg were 100% efficacious in reducing the number of tapeworm scolices, and doses of 5 and 2.5 mg/kg were 97.8%. Medicated cattle did not show signs of intoxication.